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Citations and explanations 



The documents that are cited in the international 
search report do not disclose or suggest a method for 
cleaning at least the portions of the copper alloy piping 
material that come into contact with a fluid by means of a 
cleaning solution that comprises nitric acid and 
hydrochloric acid as an inhibitor, wherein the 
aforementioned copper alloy piping material comprises 
either both lead and nickel or only nickel, and cleaning 
is implemented using a processing temperature and a 
processing period whereby it is possible to effectively 
remove said components. Furthermore, such a feature would 
not be obvious to a person skilled in the art. 
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